
Guidelines for Marriage at

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish

Please read the enclosed guidelines and contact the

parish office (262-652-7660) for an appointment

“A marriage should begin with God’s blessing, proceed in harmony and virtuous living, and finally lead the whole family to the kingdom of heaven.”










John Chrysostom,  4th century

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL PARISH

WEDDING GUIDELINES PROCEDURES AND RULES

INTRODUCTION & PREPARATION


A Catholic marriage ceremony is not a private ceremony, but rather a public and sacred 

ritual. In the Catholic tradition it is celebrated in the faith community prayer space (the 

church building, not outdoors) and encourages those who have gathered not only to 

witness the vows of the couple, but also to participate fully in the liturgy.  


Preparation is to be done according to the guidelines of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

This preparation ensures that as a couple you are free, ready, and able to commit 

yourselves to the holy bonds of Sacred Matrimony. Your pastor has the duty to delay the 

celebration of the Sacrament of Matrimony until the couple demonstrates readiness and 

capability that includes proper understanding of the commitment they plan to enter, as 

taught and lived in the Roman Catholic Church.


Time may also be needed to allow for the proper permissions to be granted.  Extra 

preparation may be required for persons: (a) entering a second marriage after the death of 

the first spouse or declaration of the invalidity of the first marriage by a Church Tribunal, 

(b) those who are cohabiting, and (c) due to other circumstances (i.e. pre-marital 

pregnancy, marriage attempted in violation of the Church’s teaching of marriage. 



CERTIFICATES

1. Baptismal:    




Catholics:  A newly issued certificate of baptism must be presented to the presiding celebrant before the marriage. This certificate is obtained from the parish in which the Catholic was baptized. It must be dated within six (6) months of the wedding date. Notation should be made on back of the Baptismal Certificate regarding Confirmation.

Non-Catholic:  There is no date restriction for gathering a baptismal certification. Proof of baptism should be obtained by either contacting the Church in which the non-Catholic was baptized or by bringing in the original certificate, which can be photocopied and placed in the marriage file.

2. Confirmation:      

Catholics:  Only if not on back of baptismal certificate.  The procedure is the same as in obtaining a baptismal certificate. The parish in which the individual was confirmed should be contacted. There is no date restriction.  It is expected, but not required, that you have received this Sacrament before you enter into the Sacrament of Marriage.

BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Universal church law or general church law requires the publishing of banns of two baptized Catholics. Banns are a public announcement of the local church of your upcoming marriage, usually in the Sunday bulletin. Banns are published three (3) Sundays prior to your marriage. If you are a member of another parish, the priest/deacon must notify that parish and have them publish your banns in their parish bulletin.

MEMBERSHIP 

Mt. Carmel requires that one or both parties considering marriage be a contributing member of the parish for at least six months. Registration forms are to be completed and returned to the parish office as soon as possible.  After the forms are completed, it is suggested that the engaged couple make an appointment to meet the pastor.

PLACE OF MARRIAGE

A marriage is usually celebrated in the parish of either the bride or the groom and by custom in the church of the bride. If the wedding is to take place in a parish where neither is a formal member, written permission must be obtained from the pastor where the bride/groom is a member stating:


1. The bride/groom is a member in good standing. 



2. The pastor gives permission for a priest/deacon from Mt. Carmel Parish to 

    officiate at the marriage.

GUEST CELEBRANTS/OFFICIANTS

A priest/deacon, other than one assigned to Mt. Carmel Parish is welcome to officiate at your wedding. However, If your marriage is scheduled at Mt. Carmel Church with the understanding that you will obtain the services of a guest celebrant priest/deacon, the parish staff will not be responsible for substituting for your guest celebrant priest/deacon if he is unable to officiate at your wedding. It will be your responsibility to obtain the services of a substitute priest/deacon. Therefore, be sure you have a firm commitment from the guest priest/deacon before arranging your wedding to be officiated by a guest celebrant. It is presumed that the guest celebrant/officiator will attend to all the necessary preparations contained in these Wedding Guidelines.

The guest priest/deacon must have current credentials from his diocesan bishop or his religious superior.  A copy of this document must be on file in the parish office before the wedding may be celebrated.  

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM FOR THE ENGAGED

The enrichment program for the engaged is an instructional program provided by our Archdiocese covering various aspects of Christian marriage. The celebrant you choose to work with will give you the necessary brochure and registration form. A Certificate of Attendance will be presented to the couples at the completion of the program. This certificate is to be given to the priest/deacon witnessing the wedding shortly after the couple have attended this program.  

FOCCUS INVENTORY

The couple also meets with a marriage couple from Mt. Carmel to take the FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding and Study) inventory. This will involve at least two meetings: One to take the survey and one or more meetings to share the results. The survey is not a test, but rather an inventory of the couple's strengths/weaknesses in their relationship providing an opportunity to the couple to communicate about important marriage issues. The priest will give you the name of one of our FOCCUS couples at the initial meeting.

MARRIAGE LICENSE

There are a number of legal requirements in the State of Wisconsin, which must be met before a marriage license will be issued.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING MARRIAGE LICENSE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL: KENOSHA COUNTY CLERK    262-653-2552     

WEDDING REHEARSAL

The wedding rehearsal date and time will be set by the priest/deacon arranging the marriage. Please be on time and inform your family and attendants to enter at the front of the church. Those who should be present include the bride and groom, all attendants, parents, ushers, readers and anyone else who will participate in the wedding liturgy. Under normal circumstances, musicians are not required to be present at rehearsal. Please bring license, and order of worship.

WEDDING ENVIRONMENT

Having flowers at your wedding is completely optional. Generally, the white runner, candle arrangements and flowers can be purchased through your florist. During major liturgical seasons (Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter), the environment in the sanctuary is carefully planned and set in place. You are asked to work around this established environment.  If you have further questions as to the environment, please check with Mount Carmel’s sacristan.

The length of the main aisle for the runner is approximately 50 feet. Whether you are purchasing or renting the runner, please be sure to have the proper tape for anchoring the runner to the floor. Please make sure the runner and tape are removed after the ceremony and removed from Church. Couples reserve the right to leave or take their flowers.



UNITY CANDLE -- Faulty Symbolism



The origin of the unity candle is unclear. The United State Conference of Catholic Bishops 

has deemed the symbol of the candle as faulty symbolism within the ceremony. The use of 

the unity candle is not permitted at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and may not be included in 


the ceremony. If a unity candle is desired, it is suggested to be included at the rehearsal 


dinner celebration.  Please do not ask for any exceptions!

VIDEO-TAPING

If a couple chooses to have their wedding videotaped, great care is to be exercised. Video recorders are to remain stationary for the entire service, in a position which does not intrude on the celebration itself. The use of bright flood lights or studio lamps is prohibited.

PHOTOGRAPHERS

One of the most lasting memories of a wedding day are the pictures taken. They provide a living memory of this special day. Great care is to be taken to insure that your photographer does not intrude on the sanctity of the celebration. It is best to work with professionals. These men and women are familiar with the work and can do a good job with the least possible distraction. Pictures may be taken during the celebration and after.

However, it should be remembered that common sense is to be used whenever pictures are taken. The Church must be cleared in ample time for preparation of the Saturday evening Mass of anticipation. All photographers are to meet with the presiding celebrant before the wedding.  

ALCOHOL 

Certainly a wedding is a time to joyfully celebrate. There are many opportunities to toast the bride and groom with alcoholic beverages. Church is not one of them. The presence and use of alcoholic beverages on church grounds, either before or after the wedding, is strictly prohibited. Good judgment dictates no drinking be done prior to the wedding liturgy.  If anyone is considered intoxicated they will be asked to leave the property...this includes the bride, groom or witnesses.  No ceremony will take place.

RICE

For reasons of safety and liability to our parish, rice should not be thrown in or outside of church. Rice becomes very slippery and can easily lead to falls, especially for the elderly of our parish.  Confetti or any other matter is not to be thrown. The Bride's Room, church area and the pews are to be in good order after your wedding. A janitorial fee of $75.00 will be charged if this is not observed.


FEES

The Archdiocesan guidelines asks a minimum stole fee of $75.00 for weddings. The fee for the use of the church is $100.00; the fee for the musician(s) should be discussed with OLMC’s music director.  These fees are to be paid at the wedding rehearsal.  No couple will be turned away because these fees can not be paid.

TIMES FOR WEDDINGS

The usual times for weddings are on Saturday at 12:00 Noon. Other times are negotiable with the presiding celebrant.  The wedding and all picture taking must be completed and the church vacated by 2:00 PM to prepare for confessions and Saturday evening Mass.

MUSIC & MUSICIANS 

It is recommended that all couples use the musician here at Mt. Carmel; although it is not required.  Our parish musician is well-trained in liturgy and can be a valuable asset in choosing your music.  All couples are to contact the Mt. Carmel Music Director to discuss any options and/or other arrangements they might wish to make.  DO NOT WAIT TO CONTACT THIS PERSON.



Mt. Carmel does not allow the classic wedding march nor the famous recessional music 


which are popularly used. They are considered secular music, and the Roman Catholic 


Church does not allow, in most cases, secular music. Sacred or classical music may be 


played.  The music of the wedding service should assist the assembled believers to express 

and share the gift of faith.

SECURITY:

On the day of the wedding, please make sure that nothing of value is left in the back of Church. It should be left with a family member, friend or locked in a car, but out of sight.

ANIMALS:



Animals are not permitted in the Church unless they are service animals, i.e. guide dog 


and therefore are not to be included in any part of the ceremony.

Liturgy Planning Worksheet

Introduction

The Wedding Liturgy is first and foremost the public worship of God. In other words, even though it focuses on the bride and groom, the wedding liturgy is the total community's act of worship within which the bride and groom's exchange of vows takes place.

What happens at Sunday Mass is really the model to be used in planning a wedding. Therefore, the easiest way for a couple to plan and prepare this liturgy is to think about what happens at Sunday Mass.

USHERS welcome the people, help them to find a place and hand out the worship aids;

LECTORS (readers) proclaim the Word of God from the sacred Scriptures;

The ASSEMBLY participates in song, prayer, and gesture;

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION assist in the distribution of Holy Communion;

The GIFT BEARERS present the bread and wine as well as food for the needy;

MUSIC MINISTERS (instrumentalists and singers) lead the assembly in song;

The PRESIDER calls the community to prayers, coordinates the various ministries and leads the worship and is the official witness for the Church.

All of the above mentioned ministries are encouraged at the wedding liturgy. In addition, the BRIDE & GROOM are the ministers of the Sacrament of Marriage, while the ATTENDANTS (best man and maid/matron of honor) are the legal witnesses. Other than the two legal witnesses (who must be 18 years of age or older), there is no function for other attendants at the wedding. Please consider keeping the number of attendants at a minimum. 

CHOICE OF MINISTERS

As a means of honoring friends and relatives besides asking them to be part of the “wedding party,” the bride and groom might consider honoring them by asking them to minister at the wedding liturgy.

LECTOR

The lector normally reads one or two Scripture readings and the general intercessions (petitions). You may choose to have one lector read all two/three or you may divide the responsibility among two or even three lectors. Ideally, the lector would be someone who reads in his or her church. However, anyone who reads well may proclaim the Scriptures.

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION 

If the wedding is celebrated within the context of Mass, two ministers of the communion ordinarily would be needed. Prior to asking someone from your family or wedding party to perform the duties of an Extraordinary Minister, please talk with the priest that will be celebrating the Wedding Mass.  

GIFT BEARERS 

If the wedding is celebrated within the context of Mass, you may choose to have gift bearers to bring up the bread and wine. You may also want to share the joy of this day with the poor and needy. If so, you can have a basket of non-perishable food brought up at the same time. Anyone may serve as a gift bearer.  

ALTAR SERVERS

Altar servers are not usually scheduled for weddings at Mt. Carmel.  If you wish to have servers, please discuss this with the priest.  You are responsible to offer a token of appreciation.  

MUSICIANS 

If there is someone whom you would like to have play a musical instrument or sing, be sure that they have had previous experience and can do a good job. Anyone whom you invite to help with your music, whether vocalist or instrumentalist, must observe all aspects of the parish wedding music policy; they must meet with the parish Music Director and they must cooperate with his/her guidance.

WEDDING USHERS’ RESPONSIBILITY

1. Ushers should be at the rehearsal.  Learn the locations of the rest rooms, sacristy and bride’s room.

2. Arrive at least 30 minutes before the wedding liturgy.  Keep the outside doors of the church closed as much as possible.

3. Begin to seat people no later than 20 minutes before the liturgy is to begin.  People are most welcome to visit quietly before the liturgy, but it is your job to move everyone toward their places so that we can begin unhurriedly and on time.  Seat people in the two center sections.  As people arrive, greet them warmly and hand them a printed wedding booklet/program (if the wedding couple has prepared one) as you guide them to their seats.  Be alert for any handicapped or disabled persons who may need assistance from their cars and/or getting to their seat.

4.     Once the ceremony has begun, be alert to latecomers.  Position yourself so you can keep an eye on the entire assembly, including the wedding party.  If anyone becomes dizzy or ill, immediately help him or her to a rest room or out of church with as little commotion as possible.  If needed an emergency telephone is located in the Sacristy (room where priests and other ministers vest). Emergency use only!

5. After the liturgy, pick up all the wedding booklet/programs from the pews and make sure that the bride’s room, entry area, and rest rooms are neat and in order. If you see anyone prepared to throw rice or other matter, please remind them in a friendly manner that this is not allowed.

6. After the liturgy, replace any furniture (kneelers, chairs) to its original position.

7. The priest will inform you of any special duties regarding the liturgy at the   rehearsal.

PARISH CENSUS FORM

After your wedding, you will want to register as a couple in the parish of your choice.  Please complete the information below and return this information to the priest/deacon who is assisting you in the preparation of your wedding.  Thank you.

Family name after marriage: _________________________________________________

Address after marriage:         _________________________________________________         

                                                                                                                                                           _________________________________________________


City                                              State                        Zip

Telephone: _____________________________
Cell:__________________________

First Name: _____________________________       ______________________________

                     Husband                                                  Wife

Date of Birth:    _____________________________   _____________________________

Place of Employment: ________________________  _____________________________

Type of Work: ______________________________    ____________________________

We will/will not continue membership at Mt. Carmel Parish after our wedding.  

_____ Please inform us of the location of the parish nearest to our new residence.

For office use:

Delete/Inactive Number _____________________

Recorded in computer    _____________________

.
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